FAIRLINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Meeting Minutes

December 4, 2003

North Fairlington Community Center

The Fairlington Historical Society (FHS) convened a meeting of its Board of Trustees on December 4, 2003 to consider the following agenda:

· Minutes

· New Business:

· Fairlington at 50 Republication:  Distribution and Storage

· Fairlington at 50 Republication:  Book Signing Event

· Tax Status Issues

· Old Business:

· Boundary Stone Project

· Highway Marker Project

· Committee Reports

· Treasurer’s Report 

I.
Minutes

Minutes of the November meeting were not available.  

II.
New Business

A. 
Fairlington at 50 Republication:  Distribution and Storage

Ron Patterson reported that the books are scheduled for delivery on December 5.  He presented a list of pre-paid purchasers to be contacted for delivery of their books, and members divided up the list of people to be called.  He noted that to date, the Society had received 361 prepaid book purchases, with 40 associated donations, and explained that 100 copies would be kept as his home for ongoing distribution, with the remainder stored as arranged at The Arbor’s facility.  

B.
Fairlington at 50 Republication:  Book Signing Event

Ron Patterson reported that the book signing event had been scheduled for Sunday, January 11, 2004 from 2:00-4:00 pm at the North Fairlington Community Center.  Members discussed the event and agreed that coffee, tea, and cookies should be available.  Ms. Placek agreed to arrange for these refreshments, and Ms. Kunz agreed to assist.

Motion Made and Seconded:  To authorize up to $75.00 for refreshments for the January 11, 2004 book signing event. [Motion Passed]
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C.
Tax Status Issues

Ron Patterson presented his concern about the inclusion of paid advertising from the All Fairlington Bulletin (AFB) on the Society’s website, noting that he had resolved this question by removing the ads from the linked AFB text.  Ms. Kunz noted her belief that the Society should have legal counsel, with non-profit and tax exempt organization experience, available to advise on this and other issues.  Ms. Placek agreed to seek a recommendation for pro bono counsel from Peter Stackhouse, North Fairlington’s attorney.  

Mr. Patterson noted that the Society’s response to the IRS’s advance tax status ruling is due on April 1, 2005, or 90 days after the advance ruling period, which ends on December 31, 2004.

III.
Old Business  


A.
Boundary Stone Project   

Ron Patterson asked members to assist in identifying a two co-chairs for the Boundary Stone Project.


B.  
Highway Marker Project  

Jeanne Muller reported that she had contacted Jim Maillor, who agreed to co-chair the Highway Marker Committee.  Ron Patterson asked members to assist in identifying a co-chair.  

IV.
Committee Reports and Other Business

Ruth Kerns reported that Ed Hilz had agreed to assist in obtaining markers for the trees planted by the Fairlington Citizens Association in honor of the 60th Anniversary. 

Terry Placek presented a proposal from William Reynolds for new coping for the flat-roofed buildings in North Fairlington.  Members reviewed the sketches and agreed that the proposal presented no problems from the Society’s perspective.

Jeanne Muller reported that she would be cutting back on her activities with the Society this winter, and members thanked her for her dedicated service.

Members discussed the proposal for purchase of a Fairlington resident’s mailing list.

Motion Made and Seconded:  To table the purchase of a mailing list pending further review of fundraising and membership strategy.  [Motion Passed]

Members agreed to place the matter of FHS awards and other recognition on the agenda for the February or March meeting.
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V.
Financial Report

Financial reports were deferred, given the Treasurer’s absence.  

VI.
Attendance

Members Attending:  
Mr. Patterson, Ms. Kerns, Ms. Kunz, and Ms. Placek 

Committee Members Attending:  Ms. Patty Clark, Ms. Jeanne Muller

___________________________ 


_______________________


Secretary





Date 
