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ABINGDON'S UNIQUE PLAYGROUND DESIGN 

Our architect is Mr. Robert Leathers, who has achieved a national 
reputation by pioneering the concept of community playground-raisings. In 
October, he met with Abingdon's children, staff, and neighbors to prepare a 
final design based upon the student's ideas. Over the following months, the 
Core Committee, Mr. Leathers, and his staff refined the plans to produce the 
design you see today. 

Both the Capitol and the Washington Monument can be seen from Abingdon, 
so it's not surprising that the children suggested that Abingdon's unique 
design be in the shape of the United States. The primary features of the 
playground developed by the children with Mr. Leathers reflect their social 
studies lessons -- "Florida" is in the shape of an alligator; the "National 
Capital Area" features monuments, mazes, and castles; "New York" has a 
theater; the "Great Lakes" have a boat; and the "Rockies" have climbing 
structures! 
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A very special thanks to Sarah Chikes for the cover design, to Whitney 
Bland for the illustrations throughout the booklet, to Travis Wright for 
illustrating the Volunteer Brochure and other playground flyers and to 
Caryl Williams, for being there when we needed her.



DEDICATION 

One year ago I entertained the idea of coordinating a playground- 
raising. I wanted to do something special for my children and for our 
neighborhood school. In addition, I wanted to do something for the community 
that I love. 

Many people were interested in building a Robert Leathers playground, 
but they were worried whether we could accomplish such a monumental task. 
"This is not the age of the volunteer," warned friends and neighbors. 
Certainly we live in a busy age where people have numerous demands on their 
time. We have many single-parent families, and many families where mother 
and father work full-time. People are busy with numerous interests in 
addition to raising their children. 

Despite these facts, numerous people volunteered their time and effort 
to build this special place. In fact, every chairman of the seven playground 
committees held full or part-time jobs. In response to our initial appeal, 
we soon had enough people to form all the committees. All who worked gave 
credence to the old adage, "To get a job done, ask a busy person." As the 
months passed by, more and more people became involved. With everybody doing 
something, whether large or small, we were able to plan for construction. 

So many people have helped with this project that it is difficult to 
thank them enough. The Core Committee (consisting of the coordinator of each 
committee) provided the backbone for the project. With their committee 
members, the Core Committee insured that each area's requirements were met. 
Our Principal, Margaret McCourt-Dirner, gave us continual help, guidance, 
Support, and encouragement. Her contacts within Arlington County were 
invaluable. 

All of the teachers at Abingdon provided tremendous help. They 
transferred their enthusiasm for this project to the students, who in turn 
involved their parents. Furthermore, they remained patient and flexible from 
the onset at Design Day throughout construction, despite the additional 
burdens the playground imposed on their busy schedules. 

The playground provided the teachers with a unique focus for the 
academic curriculum. The children wrote essays about their ideal playground 
and even composed songs with the music teachers. Our Art teacher, Caryl 
Williams, incorporated the playground theme in her art lessons. The school 
was filled with wonderful drawings in a variety of media and models of ideal 
playgrounds. She helped the children design playground posters that helped 
advertise our playground-raising. She even assisted with the cover of this 
booklet. 

The entire office staff made everything we did go more smoothly. They 
accepted extra clerical work and other related tasks in addition to their 
daily work. Betty Sterns helped us so much that some of the committees 
thought that she was one of their members! The executive board of the PTA 
helped throughout the project. Our President, Ginny Klarquist, graciously 
accepted the job of processing our Buy-A-Board contributions. 

My husband, Andy, deserves particular mention (and I had to override his 
objections to this paragraph!) In addition to chairing the fundraising 
committee, he was my constant advisor and full-time assistant. 



At the conclusion of our playground-raising we will have given our 
children more than a dreamplace to play. All of us who have dedicated our 

time and effort, whether it be a few hours or months, have taught our 
children an invaluable lesson in civic involvement. Our actions have set a 
beautiful example in sharing, planning, and persevering towards a common 
goal. We have shown them that hard work and careful preparation can result 
in something special. 
community spirit and pride in our neighborhood school. 

Your participation has demonstrated the depth of your 

I am honored to have worked with so many wonderful people in making our 
dream come true. THANK YOU! 

Barbara L. Effron, General Coordinator 

ABINGDON COMMUNITY PLAYGROUND-RAISING CORE COMMITTEES 

FUNDRATSING 

Andy Effron, Chairman 

Susan Amchan 

Nancy Buchanan 

Charlere Cox 

Vickie Katz 

Ginny Klarquist 

Suzanne Langsdorf 

Barbara Lavine 

Laura McDermott 

Alvina McHale 

Pat McSwain 

Sue Peterson 

Mary Ryan 

Sharon Steen 

Sue Sticha 
Cynthia Dennis 

TOOLS 

Peter Wyckoff, Chairman 

John Brennan 

Jim Buchanan 

Emilie Burroughs 
Chuck Hadden 

Jim Hewitt 

Andy Linden 

John Negri 

Bob Wilson 

Jason Wyckoff 

PUBLICITY 

Judi Garth, Chairman 

Jean Menefee, Co-Chairman 

Judy Autry 
Wilma Dublin 

Cathy Fink 

Jeffrey Fishbein 

Holly Graves 

Betty McGonagle 

Gina McQuinn 

Carol Troutman 

Kris Wyckoff 

VOLUNTEERS 

Mike Cozart, Chairman 

Leslie Florence, Co-Chairman 

Libby Garvey, Co-Chairman 

John Brennan, Foreman 

Mark Seifert, Foreman 

Ellen Bachman, 

Gloria Malinowski 

Rita McNeil 

Jean Menefee, Foreman 

MATERTALS 

Keith Wright, Chairman 

Joe Manson, Co-Chairman 

Michael Ingram 
Kenneth Jeffrey 

Terry Ruth 

Mark Seifert 

CHILDCARE 

Dawn May, Chairman 

Susan Amchan 

Jane Bergen 

Margie Hayton 
Mart ha Ware 

£000 
Linda Manson, Chairman 

Cynthia Dennis 
Suzanne Langsdorf 

Cathy H. Malin 
Terry L. Placek 

Sara Rothchild 

Mary Ryan 

Adrianne Shipman 

Norma Wright 

THE ABINGDON PTA PLAYGROUND COMMITTEE GRATEFULLY 
ACKNOWLEDGES THE DONATION OF THE ENTIRE COST FOR 
PUBLICATION OF THIS DEDICATION BOOKLET BY: 

FAIRLINGTON PROPERTIES, INC.- REALTORS 



WELCOME TO ABINGDON -- YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL 

Abingdon's community playground-raising exemplifies the spirit of our 
students, the dedication of our teachers, the expertise of our support staff, 
and the enthusiasm of our parents. 

Our school is named after the old Alexander-Custis estate, "Abingdon," 
where both George Washington Park Custis and Nelly Custis were born. When 
the school was opened in 1950, it consisted of 10 classrooms, a multi-purpose 
room, a library and a staff of 18. Today, we have 40 classrooms, a staff of 
80, an outstanding gym, and a beautiful new playground! 

Abingdon provides a modern education in a traditional setting. We 
emphasize basic skills, homework, and a positive approach to discipline. The 
instruction is geared to the needs of the children as individuals, and is 
designed to challenge each child to make the most of his or her abilities. 

Our basic curriculum is supplemented by numerous special offerings, such 
as the Gifted and Talented program, Art and Music Specialists, Extended 
Daycare, the Library, and ESOL-HILT. Abingdon's special program for the 
children of non-English speaking families was featured recently in the 
Washington Post Magazine. Our diverse student population reflects the 
strengths of our Nation and its best hopes for the future. 

For those of you not familiar with Abingdon, we welcome visitors and 
inquiries about our programs. Come back after the dedication and visit your 
neighborhood school! 

Margaret McCourt-Dirner 
Principal 

A WORD FROM THE PTA 

The new playground is just one example of the many activities undertaken 
by the PTA to enhance the program at Abingdon. Our volunteers serve as 
teacher's aides and library assistants. They also offer special enrichment 
programs. We play an active role in the policymaking process of our school 
system, providing input to the curriculum committees and the budgetary 
process. We conduct numerous informational programs throughout the year to 
keep our community up-to-date on special developments in Abingdon and 
throughout Arlington's schools. 

The playground project reflects the PTA's efforts to assist the staff by 
enriching the curriculum. The children have written essays about the 
playground, and the art and music programs have used the playground theme in 
their projects. The school has been filled with drawings and models of ideal 
playgrounds created by the children. Their beautiful posters have been 
displayed in retail establishments throughout our community. 

There are numerous opportunities for you to become active in the life of 
the school. If you have a skill to offer, if you'd like to provide input to 
the development of school policy, or if you'd just like to find out what's 
going on, we'd love to hear from you! 

Ginny Klarquist 
PTA President 



MAJOR CONTRIBUTIONS FROM BUSINESS AND CIVIC GROUPS 

The "recipe" for Abingdon's play area and amphitheatre called for 21,000 
linear feet of wood, 245 tons of stone, 800 pounds of nails, 3,164 nuts, 
bolts, screws, and washers, 166 tires, and a host of other materials. We 
could not have purchased the vast quantities of materials needed for our 
dream playground without the generous support of the area businesses and 
civic groups listed below: 

PATRONS ($1,000 or more) 

- Abingdon PTA Fairlington Villages Unit 
- Arlington County Board, Park & Owners Ass'n (No. Fairlington) 

Recreation Commission Fairlington Properties, Inc. 
Lancaster Landscapes 

- The Oliver T. Carr Co. Misner Development Corp. 
- Fairlington Citizens Association (Shirlington Gateway Hotel) 

Tower Construction Co. 
(Park Shirlington) 

DONORS ($500 or more) ae 
Y 

- The Arlington (Condominium) Homeowners Association 
- Bonnie Blaszczyk, Merrill Lynch Realty 
- Clayton Legg, Inc. 

SPECIAL FRIENDS ($250 or more) 

- Anden Group | ’ 7 . 
- Fairlington Amoco - Lindsay Cadillac 
- Fairlington Arbor Unit - Presto Valet 

Owners Ass'n - Shannon & Luchs 
- Fairlington Glen Unit - Thomas & Fiske, Attorneys 

Owners Ass'n - Venture Video & Computer 
- Fox Realty Center 
- Holley, Hargett, & Spain Realtors 

BOOSTERS ($100 or more) 

- Arlington Paraprofessional Association 
- Susan Amchan Piano Lessons 
- Bed 'n Bath 

Shirlington Texaco 
Universal Computers 

- ESOL Teachers, Staff & Intake United Virginia Bank 
Staff in Memory of Virginia Society of Professional 
Mr. Sananikone Engineers, No. Va. Chapter 

- Fairlington Friends Washington Real Estate 
of the Environment Investment Trust 

- Gordon Keller Music, 
Yamaha Piano Lessons 

- Dr. Arthur V. Mitchell 
- Morrison Realty (Quaker Lane) 
- North Fairlington Babysitting Coop 
- Potomac Psychological Resources 



VOLUNTEERS 

It would take a dedication book ten times the size of this one to list 
and thank all the people who have made our playground-raising a success, so 
we offer the following thoughts with each and every volunteer in mind. 

A playground-raising is a marvelous lesson for our children in civic 
action and cooperative effort. No single aspect of the project is more 
important than the others. To paraphrase a well-known parable: 

For want of a publicity committee, we could not have initiated any 
fundraising or volunteer activities. 

For want of a fundraising committee, we could not have purchased high 
quality materials for a durable playground. 

For want of a materials committee, we could not have obtained the best 
prices and timely delivery. 

For want of a tools committee, we could not have converted the raw 
materials into usable components. 

For want of a food committee, we could not have convinced volunteers to 
work from sunrise into the evening. 

For want of a childcare committee, we could not have convinced parents 
that they could feel confident about the wonderful time the children would 
have while the adults built the playground. 

For want of a volunteer committee, we could not have recruited the 
fantastic people who staffed the committees, provided food and tools, 
assisted with childcare, and built the playground. 

For want of a wonderful community, we could not have undertaken a 
playground-raising! 

As this Dedication Book goes to press, over 1,000 people have 
volunteered to help! The support from Abingdon's parents has been 
tremendous, and we are also most gratified for the participation by many 
other area residents, including a significant number who do not have 
children. The essence of a playground-raising is the individual 
contribution. Whether your participation has been for the full nine months 
of planning or for one shift in building, the children of our community are 
most grateful for your wonderful community spirit. 

As this book went to press, offers of assistance were still coming in. 
If we have omitted any individuals or groups, please be assured your help has 
been greatly appreciated. 



We also received marvelous assistance from civic, educational, and other 
organizations comprised primarily of persons who do not live in our 
community, but who learned of our efforts and generously offered to 
participate. Our special thanks to the following groups: 

1 1 Air Force Honor Guard Arlington Kiwanis Club Northern Virginia Builders Ass'n, 

Arlington Career Center, Boy Scout Troop #643 Apprenticeship Carpentry 

Carpentry Class Training Program 

Arlington County Recreation Northern Virginia Employment 

Department Training Center 

Arlington Firehouse No, 7, 

Engine Co. No. 77 

The Jim Snyder Fellowship 

Junior Girl Scout Troop #561 

Ae ae 
The Playground Committee is very grateful to the following members of 

the business community for loaning and donating tools and materials to build 
our playground. 

Appliance Fix-!T Arlington Firehouse No, 7 C&P Telephone Company 

Arlington County Career Center Arlington Printers and F. W. Harris Company 

Arlington County Employment Stationers, Inc. Lancaster Landscapes, Inc. 

Training Program Bartlett Tree Experts Miller & Long Company, Inc. 
Arlington County Bogle Tire Company Virginia Power 

Public Works Department 

The Food Committee wishes to thank the following businesses that donated 
paper products and foods to the Playground-Raising. The wonderful support of 
these restaurants contributed to the festivity of the weekend. 

Atilla'ts Heavenly Gate Restaurant New Canton Restaurant 
Atlantis Pizza Jerry's Sub Shop Pawn Shop 

Beefsteak Charlie's Krispy Kreme Peking Gourmet Inn 

Bennigan's McDonald's (Duke Street) Pistone's Italian Inn 
Bread Stick Deli McDonald's (King Street) Pizza Hut 

Casa Maria Magnificos Pizzeria and Popeye's Famous Fried Chicken 

Chesapeake Bay Seafood House Family Restaurant Restaurant Association Industry, Inc. 

China Grocery Mr. Gatti's Roy Rogers Restaurant (Seven Corners) 

China Restaurant Mrs. Chen's Kitchen T.G.1. Friday's 

Continental Baking Company, Inc. Murry's Steaks Victoria Station 

Four Seasons Villa Capri 

We received expert assistance from Arlington's outstanding public 
servants and advisory groups. Special thanks go to the School Board and 
County Board; Mrs. Pauline Flynn, Mrs. Marilla Furcolow, and the members of 
the Park & Recreation Commission; C. Thomas Weber, Director of Facilities 
and Operations, Bailey McCreery, Director of Food Services; and Fred Louis 
of the Park Department.



"WOOD" YOU BUY-A-BOARD? 
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When we asked for help in raising funds, hundreds of parents, neighbors, 
relatives, friends, and area businesses said "Yes!" 
individual contributions, ranging from one board ($3.00) to a "trainload" 
($100.00), have enabled us to purchase the high quality materials needed for 
a durable playground. 

Thousands of dollars in 

The contributions are still coming in, making it 
possible for us to add landscaping and to provide a reserve for maintenance. 
The following is a list of those who had bought boards at the time this book 
went to press. 
community. 

Accurate Junior Shoes 

Dorothy Adams 

Gervaise Adounet 

Ibraheem Alfrieh 

Alan Knez/Suzy Parker 

Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Allen 

Ricky Alonso 

Ralph Alt 

Adele Amchan 

Nathan Amchan 

Ruth and Morris Amchan 

Steven Amchan 

Americana Grocery 

Dorene Armintrout 

Roberta Ashkenas 

Atlantis Pizzeria 

En Thi Au 

David Autry 

Mark Avino 

Linda Bailey 

K. Bali 

Adrian Banard 

Dawn Banard 

Dr. and Mrs. Leon Banov, Jr. 

M, L. Barstow 

R. Bartett 

Carol Bartosch 

Veronica H, Bascunan 

Fran Bawden 

Jose and Hignia Beaumont 

Lucy and Bob Beck 

Ken Beckman 

J. M. Belle 

Elba Font de Bellorin 

Leland and Mary Bergdal| 

Joe! Bergen 

Leah Bergen 

Les and Jane Bergen 

Trudi A. Berlin 

Charles W. Bethany, Jr. 

Elliott Bigler 

Johnny Bond 

Bart Borrasca 

Bounthanh Sykhammountry 

Car! and Beverly Bowers 

Matthew G. Bowe 

Girivestine Bragg 

Leah F,. Bramblett 

Eugene and Brenda Branch 

Sybille Braum 

Carol Brick-Turin 

Agnes M, Britt 

Mabra V. Brown 

Maggie and Thom Brown 

James Bryant 

Jim and Nancy Buchanan 

Mrs, Clara Burgess 

Car! and Linda Burgess 

Bettie Burson 

Thomasene Butler 

Lucille and Jim Byrne 

John and Audrey Cable 

Laressa and Rose Caldwel| 

James and Albertine Campbel | 

Gloria Canter 

Mark Canter 

Juanita S, Carpenter 

Mrs. Mae Ira Carter 

Kate Cohan 

Ruth and Moreau Chambers 

Chris Chavkin 

Michael Chauka 

Sorasack Chouranmany 

Mae Chianese 

Seon Hwa Chon 

Kim Christie-Mil| 

Sandra Cirksena 

Patty Claussen 

Thank you from the students of Abingdon to our wonderful 

Lorrie Cohn 

Sandra Coleman 

Florence Coleman 

Tim Coleman 

Mr. and Mrs. E. F. Collins 

Cariton Condo; Neighbors 

Tim Connolly 

Marcillous Cooper 

Craig and Caro! Corey 

Judith Corsino 

Stan Binder and Jeanne Costin 

Don Cox 

J. M. Cox 

Stephen Gary Cox 

Janet Cowley 

Dorothy Crutcher 

Barbara Cunningham/Bruce Sokler 

Frank M, Cushing 

Alfredo DaSilva 

Ignacio and Emma Davila 

Christine Davis 

Sara Davis 

Allen and Mary Delaney 

Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Demas 

Jack and Cynthia Dennis 

Betty M, Despot 

Stephen Despot, Jr. 

Elizabeth Detamore 

Susan Dickson 

Marie Shiels-Djouadi 

Phyllis Dogan 

Joyce Dohanian 

Nancy R. Donley 

Kay Dopp 

Karen Duff 

Antonia 0. Duncan 

Dutch Girl Custom Cleaners 

Yoland C. Edwards 

Julie Ef finger 



Andrew and Barbara Effron 

Lucy Effron 

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Effron 

Mr. and Mrs, R. E, Elster 

Pennie and Jeff Engelhardt 

Julie England 

Donna Enlow 

Fair Golds 

2nd Annual All Fairlington 

Arts and Crafts Show People 

Fairlington Green Unit Owners Ass'n, 

Jerry Fattah 

Ben and Brian Faulk 

Bob and Sara Faulk 

Alan J. Faulk 

Marta Antonia Fernandes 

Chris Fetho 

Desiree and Bill Fey 

Cathy Fink 

Keith and Leslie Florence 

Mae Ford 

Irving and Bernie Frank 

Roni and John Frederick 

Paula Friedrich 

Betty W. From 

Mrs. Marilla S. Furcolow 

Loulse and Richard Gabel 

Sheila Gale 

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Gal lagher 

Pauline Garcia 

Erin Garth 

Russel! and Judith Garth 

Ruth Garvey 

Shannon Garvey 

Larry and Maureen Gasper 

J. E. Giles 

Meredith Glenn 

Ashby God frey-Thomas 

Lisa Goffredi 

Robert Golden 

Mark H, Goldman 

Dr. and Mrs. G. Green 

Sheri Greenawald 

Gary and Kathy Gresh 

Margaret Gresh 

Catherine Grieb 

Allen Griffey 

Marion Groark 

Patricia Groark 

Amy and Stephen Gross 

Peter Guerrero 

Louise Guey-Lee 

Arthur and Marilyn Hadden 

Judy, Charles, Allison 

and Jeffrey Hadden 

Barbara Hadden/Michael 

Steven Hadden 

Thai Haisanh 

Steve and Diane Hal brook 

Hall's T.V. Service 

Craig P. Hall 

David Hall 

Carmen Hambridge 

Chris and Meg Hankin 

Boun Hanvichid 

Jacobs 

Ingrid Hargrove 

Marvin Hargrove 

Lindsey R. Harman 

Linda Harris and Jonathan Ross 

Darvel Harris 

Jean Harrett 

Thomas Hayton 

Cleveland Henderson 

Floyd Henderson 

George A. Henderson 

Juanita Henderson 

Laurine D. Henderson 

Marcie Henderson 

John Henrehan 

Floyd and Lynne Herndrich 

James and Catherine Hewitt 

D. E. Hicks, Jr. 

Ruth L. Hill 

Adrian and Ed Hilz 

Mayme Hi1!z 

Josefina de Hitta-Dino 

Chen-Din Ho 

Paul Hodge 

Kay and Mike Hoffman 

Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Hollender 

Lai-Wal Hom 

Deborah Lee Hoover 

Debbie Houck 

Jacqueline Huard 

Edward W. Huff 

Angela M, Inman 

Andrew G. Interdonato 

Interdonato 

Tony Interdonato 

Anne Isikoff 

Rizwan UI Islam 

Shirley James 

Martian Janski 

Delores Jeffries 

Amy Jepson 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas F. John 

Bailey Johnson 

Lynne Johnson 

Paul 

Edna Jones 

Lara Jumat 

Wally Jumat 

Betsy and Larry Juran 

Sonya Kasady 

Jamie and Donna Kasic 

Mrs. Jerome Katz 

Dana Keeney 

C. W. Kelley, Jr. 

Michael and Althea Kekker 

Alice Kennedy 

Nancy Kenney 

Allen Kepchar 

Francis P, Kerns 

Kay Kesterson/Duane Enoch 

Rick and Mary Beth Ketchum 

Carol A. Keyes 

Than Khieu 

Rita Kincaid 

Mr. and Mrs. Bohdan J. Kinnal 

Kelsha Kirkland 

Robert Klarquist 

Scott Klarquist 

Tsedal T. Kidane 

Mrs. Georgeann Knowles 

Ilana Kohn 

Karen Kol Imansperger 

Khamphou Keosouvanh 

Johnny Kyle 

Suzanne Langsdorf and Gene Hasha 

Robert and Barbara Lavine 

Truong Le 

Mar jorie LeBreton 

Anne Lee 

Casey Lee 

Ba Leonard 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lewis 

Terry Lewis 

Peter and Elaine Liebesman 

C. S. Liggio 

Kathy Link 

Thomas J. Locke 

Socheat Long 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lubotsky 

France Luker 

Margaret McCourt 

Ms. McDermott 

Frank McDermott 

Josh McDermott 

Laura McDermott 

Suzanne W. McElwee 

Major William McElwee 

A. H. McGovern 

McGrath Family 

Sandra McGreery 

Alvina M, McHale 

Bruce McKinnon



Rita 1. McNail 

Mrs. Dorothy McNeil 

John McNei | 

Mr. and Mrs. J. McSwain 

Jon McSwain 

Peter and Pat McSwain 

Gloria Malinowski 

Jason Mancini 

Joe and Linda Manson 

Nello and Mary Marconi 

Martha D. Marks 

Remedios Marquez 

Natalie Marshal 

Lois and Chet Matthews 

Arless Matzek 

Dawn M, May 

Jane Mayne 

Darlene McCuien 

Mrs. Meacham for her 2nd grade 

class 

H, H, Menefee 

Jean and John Menefee 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger A. Menzel 

Chris L. Miller 

Jerri Miller 

John Milliken 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. J. Mlakar 

Ana Marita Molina 

John Montgomery 

Peter Montiel 

Gail Montplaisir 

Bud and Eloise Moore 

Mary Moran 

John Morrissey 

Mary Morrissey 

Hermon Moreno 

Karen Kurn Morris 

Aman Muradi 

Ed Murczek 

Diane Burnside Murdock 

Frank J. Murphy 

Thomas E. Murphy 

Marge Murray 

Diane Napoleone 

Mary A, Napy 

John Negri 

Hung Vuong Nguyen 

Long Nguyen 

Karin Nordlander 

George Northam 

Bounthom Noyvong 

Jorden Nye 

Theresa O'Connel| 

Alexandra Olson 

Cristie Olson 

Liu Ly Phong 

Cheman Paeubas 

Elini Pamayotidis 

Teri Parker 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Patterson 

George Pera 

Kenya Peddie 

Steven Perez 

Don Peterson 

Fridolph Peterson 

Marge Peterson 

Mary Peterson 

Susan Peterson 

Nga Le Pham 

An Pham 

Binh Van Phan 

Ngoc Thi Phan 

Ms, Pitman 

Terry L. Placek 

Rebecca Plevin 

D. Podgorny 

Nora Poran 

Grace Porter 

Mary Ann Powel | 

Paricia Prasith 

Vilavanh Prasith 

Vernie M, Prater 

Rajinder Singh Preet 

Tina Presley 

Michele Price 

Ann Pride 

Walter and Ellen Pugh 

Mrs. D. E. DePutron 

John C, DePutron 

M. Ralston DePutron 

Cicelia Quales 

R, L. Rand & Co. (Gulf) 

Craig R. Rathbun 

Karen Rathbun 

Susan Reece 

David and Susan Reed 

Danielle Reed 

John Respeliers 

Yasmin Rhodes 

Joseph and Shirley Richards 

Beverly. J. Ritz 

Mrs. Robinson 

Jimmy Rodriguez 

Raven Rodriguez 

Thavy Roth 

Susan Z, Rudd 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Ruggiero 

Mary Ryan 

Mirawis Sabit 

Francia Salas 

Mary Ann Salas 

Emily F. Samaho 

Vlad Sambaiew 

Mary Jane Sampson 

Brenda Sansone 

Luis M, Santisteban 

Clair S. Sassin 

Dan and Robyn Scherr 

Edward Seamen 

Mary Seegar 

Mrs. H. D. Selim 

Dr. Donald Senese 

Roberto Sequiera 

Idris Sesay 

The H. Settler Co, 

Eliza Shannon 

M. Shannon 

Robert A. Shapiro 

Anne Sharp 

Susan Shaw 

Shawler Family 

W. G. Sheane, Jr. 

L. E. and M. A. Shearer 

Virginia Shelly 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Shipman 

Diane Short 

Jeanelle Shymanski 

Elizabeth Silliman 

K. Simanivanh 

Rhonda S{monton 

John D,. and Marguerite H. Sinks 

Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Sink 

McCar thy/Sissman 

Ski and Dive Shop 

Victor J. Slabinski 

Robert Slate, Ltd. 

Earl! A, Smith, Jr. 

THIS DEDICATION WAS PRINTED BY THE 
SHELTERED OCCUPATIONAL CENTER OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, INC.



Ernest Smith 

Isiah Smith 

Nancy Smith 

Carly Smith 

Corn S. Sonet 

Margaret G. Sprague 

Carmine and Ann Spurio 

Charlotte Staelin 

Margaret Stanley and Family 

Paul and Susan Sticha 

Jean F. Stonesifer 

Ahmad Sultan Ghazi 

Tom and Charlotte Swean 

Dene Symathong 

Vaney Symathong 

Jaclyn Taner 

Jessica C, Teasly 

Hua Thai 

Huong Thal 

Nguyen Thanhdad 

Jack and Sandy Thoeni 

Noren Coder Thomas 

Patricia E. Thomas 

Wanda Thomas 

John Thurber 

A playground-raising depends on long-term preparation. 

Bill and Ellen Troutman 

Carla Trigo 

M,. Frances Tullie 

Bunsee Van 

Daliya Van 

Vincent et Vincent 

T. Viphonsanarath 

Jared Vossler 

Thanh Dac Vuong 

John Walsh 

Martha Ware 

Jim and Lorraine Wells 

Susan Wengel 

John and Suzan Wertime 

Hilary Wexler 

Nancy Wilbrecht 

Julia Williams 

Mark and Linda Williams 

Anne Willis 

Valerie Wilkinson 

Sarah Wood 

Mary Wooden 

Pat Wooden 

Dennis and Kathy Wright 

Gary and Chery! Wright 

PUBLICITY AND FUNDRAISING 

Ivie Wright 

J. B. Wright 

Mr. and Mrs. K. W. Wright 

Kevin and Debby Wright 

Keith Wright 

Robert and Maryann Wright 

Peter and Kris Wyckoff 

Allyson Wyld 

Ouy Xayachack 

Bob Yeiser 

Eleanor Yeoman 

Orvin Yeoman 

Tom Yeoman 

Willard Yeoman 

Shirley Young 

Dorothea E. de Zafra 

Jacqueline R, Zephyrin 

Ms. Ziegeler 

Jennifer Ziegler 

Ms. Zielski 

Jennifer Zimmerman 

Dr. Zimmet 

Jenna Zitz 

The Zuckers 

Long before our 
construction weekend, publicity and fundraising activities ensured that 
Abingdon's unique plans would be known throughout the community. 

A special thanks goes to Fairlington Properties, Inc., who made a second 
donation as a Patron (contributor of $1,000 or more) to fund the distribution 
of 10,000 volunteer brochures throughout the Abingdon district and to pay for 
the printing of 5,000 copies of this dedication booklet. 

A unique contribution was also made by the Fairlington Citizens 
Association, through the All Fairlington Bulletin. Many thanks to Sue 
Sticha, Jean Harrett, and the Bulletin's staff for their publication of 
monthly "Playground Press" articles highlighting our progress. 

Our fundraising and publicity efforts were aided immeasurably by the 
gifts and materials provided by the following companies: 

Arlington Printers and 

Stationers, Inc. 

Bailey's Photographic Center 

Baskin-Robbins 

Blue Ribbon Cleaners 

Belmont Stereo and T.V. 

Chartes Russell Hairstylists 

7-Eleven 

Fairlington Color Center 

Fairlington Seafood 

For Pet's Sake 

Fresh Value Market 

G. C. Murphy 

Glant Food 

Hechinger 's 

High's Dairy Store 

Little VIP 

Merle Norman Cosmetics 

Northern Virginia Office 

Supply 

Olan Mills Portrait Studio 

Old Town Coffee, Tea, and Spice 

Popeye's Famous Fried Chicken 

Roy Rogers Restaurant (King Street) 

Safeway 

Sheraton Crystal City 

Skyline Florist 

Skyline Racquet & Health Club, Inc. 

Venture Video & Computer Center



PLAYGROUND SONG 

Composed by 

Miss Zielski's Second Grade Class 

Dear Mister Leathers and the P.T.A. 

We'd like to see the playground 

built our way, 

So please listen to what 

we have to say! 

A cable rope to swing across on, 

A jungle gym to climb up on, 

A tunnel slide and a merry-go-round, 

and plenty of swings 

with sand on the ground. 

A tunnel maze and a circular slide, 

A tree house,tire swings 

and castle side by side, 

A see saw, balance beam, 

and soccer goals with nets, 

We've made up this list so you won't forget! 

Thanks for listening to our song, 

Sincerely the Second Grade, 

PLAYGROUND SONG 

Composed by 

Mrs. Byrne's First Grade Class 

A sliding board and swings 

and towers to climb in, 

A rope bridge, a see saw, 

a sandbox to play in, 

A merry-go-round and 

a rope to swing on, 

Oh, what a great new playground! 

A balance beam and springboard 

and more bars to climb on, 

A sliding board with platforms 

and a tire bridge to walk on, 

A playhouse and a wooden bridge 

and dragon maze to crawl through, 

Oh, what a great new playground! 

We'd also like to have some 

tire swings to play on, 

A circular slide to go 

round and round one 

Sand on the ground 

to break our falls on, 

Oh, what a great new playground! 

Merrill Lynch 
Realty 

BONNIE BLASZCZYK 
(BLAZE-IK) 
LEADING EDGE SOCIETY 
PRESIDENTS CLUB 
MILLION DOLLAR SALES CLUB 

FAIRLINGTON SPECIALIST 354-4700 

5503 CHEROKEE AVENUE 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22312 
(703) 354-4700 

My 5 YEARS of 

Experience in Fairlington 

Can Really Pay-Off for You! 

Buying and Selling Your Home 

Can be a Smooth Transition 

with your 

Neighborhood Professional! 

Call and ask for 

BONNIE 

THE FAIRLINGTON SPECIALIST 
578-4723 

is Merrill Lynch Realty 
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PLAYGROUND SONG 

Composed by 

Ms, Davis's Third Grade Class 
REALTOR 

First they shovel up the ground 

but don't take the chairs 

or the rainbow bars down, 

A swing to ride and circular slide, 

671-8000 

¢ 
" 

* 

for our new playground, 7. .Fe ‘ 

We're breaking down for a new playground. MIKE FOX,C.R.B. AS 

PRESIDENT / 1 

We! ike t i t 

A tunnel craw! throu “9° for Res. (703) 671-8827 
arn rougns Res. (703) 671-8828 

rubber mats too! 
y 

Rocket ships to climb up and down, 

for our new playground, ed 

We're breaking down for a new playground. REALTY WORLD® 

We just want to have some fun, o FOX REALTY 

t | ith friends in th . 

ot ran ar now, tts stilt fun you know! 4715 King Street 

0 | d. s s s s 

We!re breaking down for-a new playground. Arlington, Virginia 

22206 
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dt. CLAYTON I, LEGG, INC, 
4629 DUKE STREET 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22304 

751-3133 

CONGRATULATIONS 

ON OBTAINING YOUR GOAL FOR A CREATIVE PLAY AREA AND 

OUTDOOR THEATER 

REMODELING * * * * COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
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FAIRLINGTON CITIZENS 
ASSOCIATION is .. .- 

@ your association, open to all 

residents, Owners and renters, 

in both North and South 

Fairlington. 

@ your advocate and liaison 

with federal, state and county 

agencies, taking action to: 

- Prevent Route 7 widening into our back yards; 

- Install a stop light at 32nd & Quaker Lane; 

-Testify about our community's needs at county budget hearings; 

-Halt illegal airplane overflights; 

- Improve streets and sidewalks; 

-Help arrange recreation programs, including low-cost swimming 

lessons; 

-Monitor area redevelopment in Shirlington. 

@® your neighbor-to-neighbor link, providing: 

-All-Fairlington Day annual celebration, with entertainment and 
refreshments; 

*Candidates night, featuring local and state candidates for 
office; 

* Patio Tour, showing outstanding Fairlington landscaping; 
‘Jogging Races, with one- and five-mile events, prizes; 
-Craft Fairs, featuring Fairlington residents’ skills; 
- THE ALL-FAIRLINGTON BULLETIN, bringing you all the Fairlington 
news monthly. 



SAME DAY YAMAHA MUSIC SCHOOL 

9 AM — 12 NOON MON THRU FRI Keyboard Classes 

SAT 9M ft Ages 4 thru7 mE Wat { \ VA LE @ YAMAHA ane 
“Brings Out The 
Music In You” 

Information: 938-8054 ; 
Classes: Vienna, Alexandria, West Springfield PRESTO 

SHIRTS NOW PROCESSED 

ON PREMISES 

SAME DAY LAUNORY 

SHOE SERVICE 

ORTHOPEDIC SPECIALIST 
WEAVING & MENDING 

TAILORING & ALTERATIONS 
ORAPERY & CURTAIN CLEANING 

LEATHER GOODS CLEANED. REPAIRED 
FUR CLEANING & STORAGE 

* COMPLETE VALET SER 
i 

AL VICE 
(— alexander, burch & weiner > 

dental assoc. Itd. 

ALEXANDRIA, VA. 

1623 N. Quaker La. 

998-6464 

arthur |. alexander, d.d.s. 
fellow of the academy of general dentistry 

seminary professional village brafferton square north 
5264 dawes ave. professional center 

alexandria, va. 22311 stafford, va. 22554 

(703) 931-2222 (703) 659-3136 

holl 
graves “CHanaeD METROPOLITAN 

BUT OUR NAME HOME, reatrorse 
(703) 820-1953 FROM ME, 

HOLLEY, HARGETT OR ttictnes 
e Executive Assistance & SPAIN ne 
e Typing/Word Processing TO cna 
e Editorial Services 
@ Fairlington Neighbor 

Design and volunteer brochures typed courtesy of Holly Graves. 998-7500 

Alexandria Office 

3660 King St. 
VA.INSPECTION TOWING COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE Alexandria, Virginia 22302 

TEXACO . 
o gy > 

= SHIRLINGTON TEXACO, INC. 3 ’ . . 
RAY BOWES LARRY PERRY oD it $s like moving with 

OWNER SERVICE MANAGER someone you know. 
2817 SO. QUINCY STREET 
ARLINGTON, VA. 22206 PHONE 578-4656



NORTH FAIRLINGTON 
VILLAGES 

COMPLIMENTS OF THE FAIRLINGTON VILLAGES 

Unrt Owners ASSOCIATION 



2800 Shirlington Road 
For Leasing Information, call 352-0700 

Owned by 

Shirlington Associates 

Developed by 

Misner/Daniels Development Corporation 

(ER Aa eRe NT I I SP RE PTA USERS 



Bis Potomac 
Psychological 

Ae Resources © Psychotherapy 

A PRIVATE COMPREHENSIVE 

Insurance/Champus 

GROUP PRACTICE FOR ADULTS, 

ADOLESCENTS AND CHILDREN. 

Day, Evening and Weekend Hours 

© Counseling 

@ Individual and Group 

® Couples and Family 

® Testing 

© Consultation 

® Training 

e Career Counseling 

e@ Pregnancy & Postpartum Concerns 

379-9520 
1225 Martha Custis Dr. Alexandria, VA 22302 (Near !-395, Shirlington) 

690-4676 - 491-1190 
1900-B Opitz Blvd. Woodbridge (Near Potomac Hospital) 

CDF 
SERVICES 

CATHY DEVITO FINK 
(703) 820-5987 

WORD PROCESSING SPECIALIST 

e LEGAL 

7-YEARS EXPERIENCE 

e ENGINEERING 

e PROFESSIONAL/ZEXECUTIVE 

*°COMPLETE SERVICE FOR SMALL 
FIRMS AND INDIVIDUALS 

PICKUP, DELIVERY AND RUSH SERVICE AVAILABLE 

This Dedication Booklet typed Courtesy of CDF SERVICES 

United Virgi 

pow | 

SINCE 

| 1954 

1811 QUAKER LANE 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22302 

* SALES 

¢ RENTALS 

* PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

* INTERNATIONAL RELOCATION SERVICE 

ORRISON REALTY COMPANY 

379-8100 

inia Bank 
Member F.D.1. 

iB 
PEALTOR® 

e 

FAIRLINGTON AMOCO 
QUAKER LANE & KING ST., ALEXANDRIA, VA. 

OPEN 24 HOURS 
GASOLINE AND DIESEL 

REPAIRS ON ALL FOREIGN AND 
DOMESTIC AUTOMOBILES 
¢ 8 CERTIFIED MECHANICS e 6 BAYS 

998-6110 
SERVICE AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT 

7 DAYS A WEEK 

1659 Crystal Square Arcade 

ig iY Crystal City Underground 
Arlington, Va. 22202 

892-5577 

E sy 
SS 

ein Sy, 

WE ARE PLEASED TO JOIN WITH THE 

ABINGDON PTA IN THIS DEDICATION 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTER 

VIRGINIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL 

ENGINEERS 
NATIONAL SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL 

ENGINEERS 

Piano Lessons / 
Susan Amchan 931-8520 5 55 s6%Strat 
BA. Piano Pertormance eArlingtom, VA 22206



Dottie Arehart 

Ellie Clark 

Mikell Zinn 

Judy Hill 

Greta Masson Jan Ponder Lois Parham 

All of us at 
FAIRLINGTON PROPERTIES, 

REALTORS 

congratulate and applaud all of our friends and neighbors 

of Abingdon School PTA., and most especially those on 

the Playground Committee, on this splendid undertaking 

and accomplishment of establishing this delightful play 

area for the children of our town. We were happy to help 

as we could but it was little compared to the effort that 

was put out by so many. 

If it’s Real Estate in Fairlington or anywhere in Arlington 

or Alexandria you want help with or advice about, please 

call us. 

Fairlington 
Properties, Inc. Realtors® 

4800 31% @ Arlington, VA 22206 © (703) 998-3111 @ Telex # 710-9559820 

Ask for a copy of “A History of Fairlington” 

Laura Emerson Steve Hyde Cindy Girouard 

Kristin Kelly 

ee “ cy 

Peggy Gresham 

Michelle Mic aels 

yp Ln 

Julie Flory 

: Bs 

Jim Ritchey 


